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Today’s Goal…

To make students more aware of the religious 
diversity at Solon High School, understand how 
our religious diversity adds value to our school, 
and understand how to identify religious 
discrimination.



As we have this discussion, keep in mind…

• Religion is a sensitive issue that many find difficult to 
talk about as it defines them and their family on a 
very personal level.  Please be mindful and respectful 
of your peers as we progress through the lesson.  
Please remember to avoid using student/staff names 
and any offensive language.



Definition of Religion  (source – BBC)
Religion can be explained as a set of beliefs concerning the cause, nature, and purpose 
of the universe, especially when considered as the creation of a superhuman agency or 
agencies, usually involving devotional and ritual observances, and often containing a 
moral code governing the conduct of human affairs.

Definition of Atheism (source – Oxford Dictionary)
Atheism is a disbelief or lack of belief in the existence of God or gods.

Definition of Agnosticism (source – Oxford Dictionary)
A person who believes that  nothing is known or can be known of the existence or the 
nature of God or of anything beyond material phenomena; a person who claims neither 
faith nor disbelief in God.



What is the purpose of religion?   (source – Oxford University Press)

The purposes of the practice of a religion are to achieve the goals of salvation for 
oneself and others, and (if there is a God) to render due worship and obedience 
to God.  Different religions have different understandings of salvation and God.



Data 
Discussion 
Questions

How many different religious 
denominations do you think 
there are at SHS?

*More than 20 based on the 2019 
survey*



RELIGIOUS 
DATA

2019 US Religion 
Statistics (source – Pew 
Research)
• Christian – 65%
• Atheist/Agnostic/ No 

Religion – 26%
• Jewish – 2% 
• Muslim – 1% 
• Buddhist – 1%
• Hindu – 1%
• Other Faiths – 3%
• No Answer – 1%

2019 SHS Religion 
Statistics (source – 2019 
student survey)
• Christian – 46.3%
• Atheist/Agnostic/No 

Religion – 20.6%
• Jewish – 18.3%
• Muslim – 2.7%
• Buddhist - .5%
• Hindu – 7.4%
• Other Faiths – 3.7%
• No Answer - .5%



Data 
Discussion 
Questions 

• What sticks out about SHS data vs the 
US data?

• Are you surprised by this data?  Why or 
why not?



Religious 
Discrimination 
(Source – Webster’s Dictionary)

The practice of unfairly treating a person 
or group of people differently from other 
people or groups of people based on their 
religion.



SHS Student 
Testimonials

• The following examples of 
discrimination were shared by 
current students at Solon High 
School.

• Please keep in mind that they have 
shared their personal experience.

• We need to honor and respect 
what they are sharing and learn 
from their examples.



HINDUISM

• Outside of school, people wear our holy symbols as jewelry without 
knowing the meaning of those symbols because they have become part 
of fast fashion.

• People also commonly ask where my “dot” is in a derogatory way 
because they don’t understand the significance behind it.

• Our religious holidays are misrepresented because we have a lot based 
on the different gods we worship during those times. 

• People don’t believe that we believe in one god in many forms and not 
the “savage” (an actual person said this to me) belief in many gods.

• Our religious symbols are the swastika (straight up and down NOT 
tilted as used by Hitler) a symbol of prosperity and good luck  and the 
Om a symbol of peace and peace within oneself; unfortunately, the 
swastika has been westernized by Hitler and that is why they are seen 
as symbols of hate; this summer SHEIN (a fast fashion Asian 
company) was selling a necklace with a swastika on it and people 
were calling for a boycott because they thought it was a symbol of 
hate without realizing the religious meaning behind it



JEWISH

• I have heard people complain that Jewish students are allowed to have 
certain school days off for holidays. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
are not just days off school, they are our High Holy days.  We also 
have other High Holy days we do NOT get off of school.

• Hanukkah isn't just "the Jewish version of Christmas" or "eight days 
of presents instead of one" 

• Hanukkah is actually not a holy holiday and there are holidays that are 
far more holy and important; this is a common misconception among 
non-Jewish people

• I also think that there are lots of misconceptions about our holidays 
and practices that people would be able to learn about if they would 
just ask and if the topic was destigmatized.

• When antisemitic comments are made in classrooms or in halls, I hear 
silence from some teachers and peers. 

• The Holocaust and antisemitism feel like taboo topics in class 
discussion, versus an incredibly vital lesson that everyone should 
learn. Its disappointing that anyone can think that antisemitism died 
alongside Hitler. It has not gone away and it won't go away until we 
actively work against it. 60% of religiously motivated hate crimes 
today are against Jewish people and organizations – we must continue 
to learn about this to stop the hate crimes.



SIKHISM

• Students and friends make lots of comments that lean on the rude side and 
highlight the misinterpretation a lot of people have about Sikhism. 
Because of 9/11 and the association with the turban to middle eastern 
culture or terrorism, a lot of people see Sikhs wearing turbans and 
misinterpret them as terrorists.

• Whenever people talk about Islam, including teachers, they always look at 
me to make sure they aren’t offending me, not knowing that I’m not even 
Muslim

• Even in extracurriculars, when we go on trips, a team member yelled 
"Allah Hu Akhbar” around me in public spaces multiple times as a joke.

• One person kept touching my turban/hair in school despite me telling 
them to stop multiple times.

• The discrimination against Muslims is already as bad as it is, and 
misinterpretation expands this discrimination to other religions like mine.

• Sikhism is the only religion in which people wear the turban for religious 
purposes. If you see someone a wearing a turban (both men and women 
can wear them, but women rarely do), has a beard if they’re a man, and has 
a metal bracelet, these are the identifiers of a Sikh.



MUSLIM

• In 2018, a ruthless event (Punish a Muslim Day) occurred in 
the UK, one that startled me, my relatives in the UK and the 
whole Muslim population.  The event: there were flyers and 
letters everywhere encouraging others to partake in activities 
which assaulted and offended the Muslim community. (The 
man who started this movement was jailed for 12 ½ years for a 
hate crime.) 

• That very day, on the car ride to school, my mom, a very strong 
woman, with her face white with horror said, “Don’t tell 
anyone you are Muslim, okay?” My brothers and I, just little 
kids at the time, stared at each other in confusion. Is this what 
our country has come to? My own family members setting 
aside our identities to keep us ‘safe’? Imagine wondering this at 
the age of 10.  You cannot imagine the amount of horror and 
intimidation I felt after this day just because I followed a 
different religion.



MUSLIM 
continued

• The “random” checks at the airport.  Every single time we go 
on vacation or have some business to attend to, we're always 
stopped at security. I question “Is it because of my dad's 
beard?” or “Is it because of our modest dressing?” Maybe even 
“Is it because we’ve visiting a Muslim country?”

• Misconceptions about the “hijab.”  I really don’t understand 
why people fight Muslim women on a garment they choose to 
wear. Nuns cover themselves in the name of God and Muslim 
women are doing the same thing. The hijab is not just a 
headscarf. It’s the idea of modesty, it affects all aspects of life -
your personality, behavior. People also need to understand that 
wearing a hijab is a personal choice - it’s not enforced on 
anyone. Forcing this upon someone is against Islamic 
principles. Not all Muslim women wear the hijab and it doesn’t 
mean they’re any less than those who do.



Christianity

• Last year MIM performed at a competition 
and one of the other schools performed two 
different songs – one from The Book of 
Mormon and one from Chicago. The songs 
were performed in a discriminatory manner 
because Mormons were being made fun of 
based on misconceptions about their faith. 
The way Mormons were portrayed was 
offensive to parents and students in the 
audience because Solon students were 
required to watch this performance, unlike 
when a family chooses to attend a musical at 
Playhouse Square.



Discrimination 
Discussion 
Questions

• What kinds of religious discrimination have 
you witnessed or experienced at SHS?

• How do these testimonials make you feel?
• What assumptions do we make about people 

based on their ethnicity/color in terms of their 
religion?

• What forms do religious discrimination take in 
Solon, either at school or in the community?

• How do stereotypes about a religion lead to 
discrimination?

• How do you properly show curiosity about 
another person’s religion without offending 
that person?

• Why does religious discrimination take place?



Self 
Reflection

• Take some time to think 
about what you have 
done as an individual 
that may have 
contributed to religious 
discrimination at SHS or 
in the community.



Call to 
Action:

What actions can individuals take to 
ensure religious discrimination 
doesn't happen at SHS?

What actions does the school need 
to take to ensure religious 
discrimination doesn't happen at 
SHS?
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